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CrCHIA - Alleqed Chemical Uischarge

Dead Creek
TO: CEureau of VWater Pollution Control, Surveillance Sect]on
FROM: E. W. Merz, Sanitarlan, Misslssippi Basin

CATES: 3/31/71, L/8/71

INTERVIEWED: Mr. Roscoe EastXridge v////' Mr. Ernest Russel v’
Cahokia Public Works Director Cahokia Health Officer
Y“r. Mike Foresman *r. Joseph W. Goldenberg
Monsanto Pollution Control Englineer Cerro Copper & Erass Co.,
: Chief Engineer
Mr. Schmict
Mobile home owner living on Dead Creek at Cueeny Avenue +

t
ate

On March 31, 1971, the writer received a phone call from *r. Roscoe E;:p{rldge
Cahokia Fublic Works Cirector, who said he received a.report that a chexical™dis=—
charge had recently been observed in Dead Creek at the Queeny Avenue culvert. ( A
similar report and consequent investigation took place on March 16, 1971. This
investigation revealed no evidence to indicate a chemical onscharqe)

Following the telephone conversation, arrangements were made for Mike Neumann
and myself to meet with Mr. Easteridoe to examine the area of Dead Creek where the
discharge allegedly took place. The examination of the area rcvealed nc evidence

supporting the discharge of 2 chemical substance. At the sungestion of Mr. Easteridge

contact was made with Mr. Ernest Russel, Cahokia tealth Officer, who perconalLy
observec the chemical in the creek. _Accordlng to Mr. Russel, he observed a yellow
suSstance in Dead Creek flowing in a southerly direction under the Queeny Avenue

culvert and continuing downstream through Cahokia. Mr. Russel continued to say he
felt the cherical originated at either Cerro Copper & Erass Company or Monsanto
because aead Creek begins at one or both” of these company's property. Mr. Russel
alsc said we might be able to get additional Information from a Mrs. i who
first observed the discharge and lives in a roblle home on Dead Creek at Queeny
Averue. Unxortunately, Mrs. Schmidt was not home.

It was explained to Mr. Easteridge sufficient evidence was not available at
this time to prove a chemical discharge to have taken place but follow up investi-
gation would be made in an attempt to get the evidence required.

It was next cdecided to contact Mr. M Hike Foresman, Pollution Control Engineer

for Monsanto. After explaining the situation to Mr. Foresman, he said he was .
\‘rgesqnably sure the alleged chemical discharge could not have come from either

icnsanto or Cerro Brass for two reasons. First the culvert running under Queeny L

fvenue is blocked off and secondly the crade of the stream bed lies in a way that %j>
> the water on the Horth side of the creek flows in a northly direction and goes to
72 the Monsanto sewer and eventually to the Sauget sewage treatment plant. Mr. Fores-,
é;;ren said dye tests recently performed by Monsanto people confirned this. '
v
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4HOKIA - Alleged Chemical Disctiarge
‘e Dead Creek Paae 2
$97C: r. Foresman later reported that addltlonal dye tests performed by Monsanto
cersonnel on April &, 1971 rcvcalcd dye did not escape to the south side of the
culvert. :

During the course of the day, Mr. Joseph UW. f%oldenberg, Cerro Copper & Crass
Co., Chief Engineer, was also Interviewed. lir. Goldenberg comments were basically
\(QC the same as Mr. Foresmans. he dld admit his conpany discharged directly to Dead
= Lreek, but emphasized all water on the north sicde cof the Queeny Avenue culvert,
, including what Cerro dIEEFS?Ees ooes through the Monsanto sewer to the Sauget
—Lt Sewcge Treatment Plant. ; )

rfe ”

On April &, 1971, Mike Neumann and the writer returned to the area for the
purpose of determining if a chemical cdischarge vias taking place. We observed no.
evidence of a discharge but were able to talk to Mr. Schmidt who lives next to Dead
Creek at’ ‘Queeny Avenue. Mr. Schmidt cqnfirmed what we heard from the City Health
Cfficer, a vellow substance is frequently obscrved running in & southerly direction
from under the Queory Avenue culvert. Mr. Schmidt indicated he felt very strongly
that the yellow substance originated at Monsanto or Cerro. 1t was next explained
/to Mr. Schmidt that teth Monsanto and Cerro officlals felt the discharge could not
thave come frem them because the \uceny Avenue culvert is tlocked off and the flow

jon the porth sicde of the culvert is in a northerly direction. Mr. Schmidt strongly
disagreec with the statement.that_the culvert is btlocked off. He continued to say
a new cu!vert had been installed three or four years aco when a railroad switch for
Cerro was |nsta‘led Mr. Schmidt also said he knows the culvert is open because when
‘“They"” pump in and out of Tead Creek on the north side of the culvert it causes a
significant water level change on the south side of the culvert,

Mr. Schmidt was reguested to notify us the next time he observes the water level
change or the chemical coming from under the culvert.

7 Vhen scheduling peimlits, Monsanto and Cerro officials will be centacted and
1\\ . confronted with the informaticon.received from #r. Schmidt. Follow up 4nvestioat|ons

will continue until a definlte conclusion concerning the allecged chemical discharge
can be reached,
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CAHOKIA - Alleged Chemlcal Dlscharge

TO: Bureau of Water Pollution Control _
FROM: Eric W. Merz, Sanltarlan, Hlsslsslppl Baslnili
DATE OF vnsur:‘ March 16,r1971 '

INTERVIEWED: Joseph S. LiVigni, City Councll Member
Roscoe Easteridge, Publlc Works Dlrector

On March 15, l97l, the wrlter received a telephone call from the Mayor

of Cahokla s secretary, Mrs. Saab.

She explalned that the previous day a_yellow

chemica) substance was promlnent throughout the major drainage ditch (termed

e

Dead Creek) whlch serves the southwest portlon of the clty.

On. the abovecate the wrlter met wlth Hr. Joseph S. LlVlgnl Cahokla Clty

Countil member and Mr. Roscoe Easterldge Cahokla Public WOrks Dlrector. Both

-

gentlemen had observeg the yellow substance In the ditch on March lh 1971 but

P e

expressed doubt as to whether any trace was remalnlng. ‘An lnvestlgatlon of the

area where the alleged substance was Iocated lndlcated no evldence of ‘the above L

_ described substance belngwpresent, The area lnvestlgated was the dralnage ditch
at Queeny Avenue near Route'3 In Sauget; Mr. LiVignl lndlcated he suspected the
alleged dlscharge to have come from the Waggoner Trucklng Company, a chemical

transport company located on Queeny Avenue adjacent to the dralnage dltch A

brief lnspectlon of the Waggoner property lndlcated no evldence to support Mr.

LiVigni's suSplclons.

It was explalned to Mr. LlVlgnl and Mr. Easteridge that before the

Agency can act on an alleged vlolatlon sufflclent evidence must be obtalnable to

L:wrlter if the alleged condltlon resumes.. '
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support the complalnt. ,Both gentlemen were advlsed to lmmedlately contact the . ‘
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